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P, “ elyo. months, and are rapidly 
Be 3 fact Is mentioned for the in- 


pposed sympathy of the Emperor 
The London Saturday Review 
in Police bill as a measure reduc- 

es aud at the same time making them 
ind certain. ...The Times, in referring 
fent of President Grant, deprecates 
§ to American commerce by rebel 

» the Spectator ridicules the so- 
©-of ihe President “to construct a 
with Federal funds ”’....JoHN 

; Objects to the Education bill as 
firing religion to be taught to the minor. 
iSwublic expense.... Experts, it is said, 
; the opinion that the forthcoming boat- 
eeween Oxford and Cambridge will not be 

4 Mioee...The Irish Church Convention, in 
4 ablin, bas decided, it 1s reported, to 
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{ having -been tried for furnishing 
“pa the Arredondas band. A severe en- 


it the particulars are not given. 

peavom Bombay, received in Lon- 

> conflagration in the town 
io Sinintae. Bengal. Two hun- 
' es and soe bales of cotton had been 

an immense loss. 
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worn, of Louisiana, hag appoint- 
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ublic departments of New-Orleans, 
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fthe mow charter. Two of the Admin- 
mon of the House of Representa- 
eda: Was devoted entirely to debate 
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sprees oy s 
The first bane-ball jgnme of the season was 
played yesterday at Carroll Park, Brooklyn. ‘ 
eee 
’ A Sermon on Sermons. 


Some thousands of sermons wilt ba acl 


| ered to-day in and around this City, and if 


to-morrow we could see an exact estimate of 
the effect they had produced, we should be 


| driven to the conclusion that there had. been 


a great and melancholy waste of time. It 


| would be found that while many of these 


discourses were being preached, the hearers 
were absorbed in their own meditations— 
were thinking of business affairs, or wonder- 
ing how some event in which they happened 
to be interested would ultimately turn out. 
Others, again, would be pursuing a tram of 
reflection suggested by some chance word 
of the preacher, and another class yet would 
be criticising the preacher, and marveling 
how it was that on a great subject he had so 
little to say. Rare, indeed, would be the 
cases where the sermon had worked that 
change in the spirit of the people which 1s 
supposed to be the object and end of 
preaching. 

There are very few ministers who eile 
not lay the blame of all this upon the 
hearers. It would be better for them if they 
asked whether the fault did not rest chiefly 
with themselves. Men, as a rule, are not in- 
disposed to listen to an earnest discourse on 


those immortal trutha.which have power to. 


arrest. the attention eyen in the midst of the 
restlessness and confusion of life. There are. 
simple texts of Scripture which act like an 
electric shock, “tearing and shattering the 
heart,” te use Dz Qurncy’s fine figure, “ with 
volleying discharges, peal after. peal.” But 
when the preacher comes to make his own 
comment upon them, all the effect. is too 
often lost. Neither the words nor the sub- 
ject has really touched his own heart. 
He thinks that he has discharged his duty 
when he. delivers a series of common- 
places such as most. lads would feel 
ashamed of putting into an essay before a 
debating society. He talks of life without 
seeming to have had any experience of it—of 
the world as if it were not more difficult to 
manage than a child’s puzzle—of religion as 
though every man could follow all its dio- 
tates by a single effort of the will. The late 
Rev. F. Ropertson, of Brighton, was one of 
the few preachers who addressed himself to 
the problems of life as any man who is not a 
tmainister is obliged to do,and hence thou- 
sands heard his sermons, and tens of thou- 
sands more have read them with comfort 
and profit. 

If ministers brought as much labor and 
energy to their duties as ordinary men are 
expected to bring to theirs, they would have 
no reason to complain of inattentive hearers. 


‘| What right have they to suppose that a 
'| mixed congregation will be satisfied with 


the husks which they scatter among them f. 
Earnestness and ability are as necessary to. 
the preacher as to the statesman, the attor- 
ney or the journalist. Can a man be too 
highly gifted for the sacred calling? Is it 
right to suppose that any one is good enough 
to preach a sermon? We may see the effect 
of originality and animation in those church- 
es whose ministers really have their hearts 
in their work. Crowds of persons flock to 
hear them, We are not referring to 
secular sermons, which are neither to 
be recommended nor encouraged. Most 
of ws hear enough on topics of 
the day from newspapers or in con- 


‘| -versation, and if we go to church on Sun- 


day it is not to listen to a repetition of the 
same monotonous strain. There used to be 
an old-fashioned notion that men had souls 
to be saved, and that the duty of a Christian: 
minister was to taik to them on that subject. 
How often might we goto a fashionable or 
popular City church now without hearing 
such a thing mentioned? - The preacher. 
studies how to make his audience laugh—he 
gets up a set of jokes during the week and 
hopes they will be reported in the newspa- 
pers on Monday, so that people may say 
“That's avery smart man.” What is this 
but an abuse of the sacred office? If it is 
“ wicked” for a layman to go to church with 
irreverent thoughts in his mind, what is to 


-| besaid of the preacher who is guilty of levity 


in the pulpit, and does his best to drive away 


‘} serious reflection from his hearers? We do 


not read that the Author of Christianity 
taught his disciples to play the part of Merry 


a6 Andrews, or to turn religion into a jest. 





~ The subjects on which truly scriptural 
sermons—as distinguished from ad captandum 
lectures—aré based, do not lack interest. 
er en 


-or the joys of home can supply them with. 


_ Mithous meepae: ‘Still are they willing to hear of 2 state of ex: |. 





| aware that Miscegenation was written aay the F 


Pro-Slavery or. at least’ snti-negro interest, ‘ist 
and with the idea of exciting disgust and 3 


‘| recelved/iis argumente asin geod faith meant nt | an eR 
to urge the advantage of amalgamating the . 


Caucasian. and African races. Even the 


New Gospel of Peace,’ more obvious if 


much neater catire, was regarded by some of 
our cousins across the sea as written to 
bolster the Democratic Party. 

An amusing delusion of a like kind is be- 
trayed in the current number of Blackwood's 
Magazine, in an article referred, to by us a 
few days ago. The immediate object of the 


writer, as he approaches the pitfall into 


which he stumbles, is to illustrate race an- 
tipathies in -this country, and to show, 
among other things, that some of the colored 
people think themselves not as good alone 
but better than the whites. Most people 


-willthink the evidence of Senator Rrvets, 


of FREDERICK DovGiass, or of such a wit- 
ness as Mr. E. A. PoLLarp, whose testimony 
is given this month in Lippincott’s Magazine, 
pretty conclusive on this and cognate*points. 
Such credulous persons may not, however, 
have seen a hymn, quoted by Blackwood in 
support of its theory, and which is worth 
giving entire, by way of preliminary to a bit 
of its history. Here it is, with the magazine 
writer's own preface : 


“The religious negroes, and negroes pretending to 
be reltgious, but who are far more pagan than either 
they or their Northern friends imacine, sometimes 
assume a superiority to the white race. One of their 
hymns reaches us, as. we write, from South Carolina. 
The following stanzas will show what they think of 
themselves quoad the next world: 


"Tae, a 
glory-cate onbarred— ae 





The hymn that reaches our contemporary, 
as he writes, from South Carolina, may now 
be sung there. But we imagine it was 
concocted in New-York somewhere about 
1864, for much the same purpose, and in the 
same interest as was the Miscegenation 
brochure. At all eventsit appeared about 
that time in a New-York newspaper, greatly 
given to that species of tactics, and was sub- 
sequently copied into several London jour- 
nals, including the Saturday Review. Some of 
these put the same construction upon it that 
Blackwood, characteristically enough, adopt- 
ed five years after. But they found out, and 
in ‘ene or two instances acknowledged, their 
mistake, which, we fear, Blackwood never 
will. However, the joke is a very good one 
as.it stands; and ifthe venerable magazine 
really: believes there is a congregation of 
“kullered folkes” in America ‘who entertain 
such a good opinion of the superiority of 
their fatyre chances, we see no objection to 
either their or Blackwood’s cherishing the 
impression until the end of the chapter. 


Errers and Omissions in Practical Edu- 
cation. 

The inquiry is often made with reference 
to our methods of education for the. young, 
whether sufficient attention is paid to the 
influence which it must exercise in after hfe 
upon practical social and domestic life. Our 
boys and girls are taught a great deal, but 
is the selection always judicious, and is the 
knowledge imparted thorough enough to be 
really serviceable? These are fair questions 
both as to our public and private ‘schools, 
and if rightly viewed their discussion should 
result in advantage to the people generally. 
It may be admitted at once that the mechan- 
ical appliances for gaining knowledge—that 
is, simple reading and writing—are supplied 
and their use completely realized by all who 
attend school. The power is.given by which 
the mind may inform itself. But the direc- 
tionsin which its explorations shall be made, 
and the stores. of valuable or useless 
material which it shall accumulate, are 
what ‘will influence the future ‘rela- 
tions of the pupil «to the higher forms 
programme of study filled with a great. va 
riety of technical and obstruse branches of 


learning, which are seldom more than | 
fou; 4 tadend they iwinntealiyandecelnod by’ : yo. mani 
them at all, that programme can only be de- 


ingices? There is nothing to talk about in 


their case. The subject is of great impor- 


tanee, andone which those who have the 


training of: the young in. charge may well 


seriously consider. — 


—_——_$$__——. 
 Sectarian Aggressions in Politics. 
The histoty of the world affords a remark- 
able demonstration of the controlling power 


of the religious element in human nature. 


From the beginning ite pages are filled with 


‘the story of ward, of persecutions; and of 


monstrous eruelties prosecuted in the name 
of religion. When we carefully study the 
lay behind them were essentially human, 
and not at all religious in the true sense of 
that word. Men’s passions, prejudices, and 


‘enthusiasm have impelled them to the com- 


mission of acts witich are simply horrible 
when viewed by the light of a higher civil- 
ization, and with a true understanding of 
the “ Gospel of Peace” We can readily ap- 
preciate why human nature should be in- 
tolerant and aggressive in affairs of con- 


‘| ecience, It is a matter of conviction and 


impulse and, not of reason. “The man who 
thoroughly believes himself right cannot 
admit that ‘another, who essentially differs 
from him, can possibly be right also, for ab- 
solute conviction precludes doubt. If to this 
feeling there be added a sense of missionary 
duty, propagandism becomes a part of it, 
and resistance is very apt to beget intoler- 
ance and cruelty. 

It seoms strange, but it is nevertheless a 
fact, that religious séots do not learn tolera- 
tion by the experience of oppression. To 
have been victims is no check upon ‘their 
becoming aggressors in turn. The Catholics 
have persecuted and been persecuted, and so 
have the Protestants. The Puritans came to 
this country to enjoy the privilege of wor- 
shiping God after the dictates of their own 
consciences, and yet within a hundred years 
after they landed at Plymouth we find them 
burning at Salem and banishing Quakers. 
Experience teaches that temporal power 
almost always begets proscription when ex- 
ercised by sects. Hence it was that the 
founders of this Government perpetually 
divorced the two, and made freedom of con- 
sciences fandamental principle of our civ- 
ilization. _ 

A century's experience has fully justified 
the wisdom of thatJpolicy. .Recent events 
have shown that the bartzjers which were 
erected in the beginning may yet become 


‘substantial defenses against the insidious 


assaults of a great organization. By one of 
those anomalies‘which are continually oc- 
curring in history, we find a strong ten- 
dency to throw off the secular. power of re- 
ligion in countries where it has existed and 
intrenched itsélf for centuries, while in our 
own country thereis an evident disposition 
and purpose to assert it by means of a cor- 
rupt alliance ‘with partisan politics. « Ger- 
many long ago. emancipated itself from the 
political dominion of ‘all religious or- 
ganizations, but the impetus required 
to accomplish the work carried the peo- 
ple- into the dark regions of skepticism. 
Italy, for centuries the central seat of Cath- 
oliscism, is today in an attitude of rebellion 
to that ancient Church, and is filled with 
the spirit of resistance to its temporal 
power. In Great Britam the movement has 
taken an opposite direction, so far as com- 
munions are concerned, ‘but: one which is 
harmonious in principle. While on the one 
hand that country is Conceding a religious 
toleration to Ireland which has been denied 
to that country for three hundred years, it is 
rapidly preparing to dever the connection 


between Church and State, and to put the 


Establishment upon the same basis as other 
communions. Every indication points strong- 
ly to such a consummation, and speedily. 
Unter: the strong eee: at the Reform 
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on | and be the more ready to defend it, Ttis | 
axfficuls 


the cost to the world of 


the wieneels, by which we. wore enabled to 
enter upon the great experiment of civil and, 


religious liberty; it’ wilt be still more diffi- | sh: 


cult to estimate the re if we weakly and 
blindly allow. ourselves to be remanded to a 
new assertion of Se SAVE et Ey 
that stragzle._ iis 

Mistress and Maid. 

Our remarks concerning servants and the 
universal complaints of their extortion, 
sloth and general unworthiness, have drawn 
forth enough comment to make it clear that | 
the discussion is regarded as timely, and as 
giving hope of some practical steps toward 
reform. We observe, however, that while 
correspondents and others agree with us in 
reference to the bad conduct of the servants, 
they do not refer to what we dwelt upon 
with almost equal emphasis, {. ¢., the partial 
responsibility for these shortcomings of the 
mistresses. The servants are very much to 
blame, no. doubt. They demand much 
money for little work; they are dirty, 
slovenly and impudent; they confound 
in a vexatious manner political and 
social equality, and their self-assertion 
has long teen filling up the cup 
of disgust which at last is running 
over.’ But the mistresses are not exempt 
from censure. If a woman is extravagant 
in her dress, lazy in her habits, untidy m 
her person, evasive in general of her proper 
duties, itis not surprising if her domestics 
are corrupted by the example. Servantsare 
human as well as their betters, and when we 
groan under the tortures tliey mflict upon 
us, we should remember how much the os- 
tentation, frivolity and self-indulgence that 
have been rife in the community during the 
last ten years may. have had to do with their 
degeneracy. In Scotland, where all classes 
are, as a rule, thrifty, industrious and self- 
denying, the servants are perhaps the best 
in the world: *In.a community whose char- 
acteristics are very much the reverse of 
ee find an opposite 
condition of things. “Like master like 
man” holds good all over the world, and the 
ladies must not be offended if we hint that 
there may be as much significance in “like 
mistress like maid.” 

The question, as we have said before, 
slips easily mto that of “women’s rights.” 
Advocates of those rights claim that the 

“phere” of woman is. too eireumscribed, 
and that she ought to be allowed to range 
through wider limits. They demand that 
‘she should be a doctor, a lawyer, @ senator, 
and anything she‘ fancies, and that public 
opinion should not only tolerate but encour- 
age her.in so being, and, above all, should 
throw up a shield to save her under such cir- 
cumstances from even the arrows of ridicule. 
Now we have no objection to urge against 
women doing anything they can do, and that 
they wish to do, provided it is clear that 
they cannot be. better employed; but 
we submit again and again that it 
will be wiser “for woman as & sex 
to show her ability to do thoroughly 
what is universally acknowledged to be 
woman’s work, before she insists upon at- 
tempting what is not only much harder, and 
what half the world at least thinks her un- 
fitted for. Nearly every lady we meet isin 
a state of worry and exacerbation about her 
servants; but how many of these ladies are 
ready to admit that the trouble isin any de- 
gree due to themselvesf Ofcourse, the indi- 
vidual may be innovent—that 1s to say, & 
particular mistress may be all thatshe should 
be; but if the general social tone, which is 
undoubtedly controlied by women, is such as 
‘to spread 8 love of idleness and display, and. 
a habit of shirking work, the domestics will 
inevitably catch the infection of the atmos- 
phere, and so the innocent must suffer with 
‘the guilty. As to the mere votaries of 
fashion, the women who hate small econo- 
mies, and who insist on confining themselves 





to the sweets of life, while to others are as- 
| sagned all the bitters,—most of them discover 


sooner or later how hollow is their philoso- 


scribed as not only useless, but. mischievous | « 
by its consumption of valuable time. If it |. 


omit other heauchee whieh, from the interest 


Shey-wocldeval a} indelibly | to the: 
impressed upon the understendmg, and 20 be | ¢ notiv: 
real gain, then equally it must be regarded | civi 


asa failure. ‘In short, if 1t be only a task to | 


be accomplished, rather than treasure to be e ie a 
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Make instruments to scourge us.” 








Let her becomes patternot thrift and liouse- ‘port of t 
wifely virtue. Let her.show us if the ever- : 


time, regulate the drawing-room as well as 


the kitchen to orderly habits and wholesome 
observances. Let her do this first, by way 
of experiment ; for even if it fails we shall 
have abundant reason to honor and applaud 
the mistress, and we shall certainly have no 
right thereafter to censure her for the faults 
of the maid. : 


ees mannan eee mn 
Savings Banks—Allewance of Interest 
, te Depesiters. 

While legislative interference with sav- 
ings banks, such as that lately attempted at 
Albany, is to be deprecated in the strongest 
possible manner, those institutions may be 
assured that popular discussion upon some 
points of their administration will be of ad- 
vantage to themselves. One great aim of 
their managers should be to thoroughly un- 
derstand what-the people feel toward them, 
and to ascertain what many persons think 
that they oughtto do, If there isany ground 
for imputing, not a want of liberality, but of 
strict and even justice, -that ought to be 
studied with a view to its removal. For ex- 
ample, is not the practice now followed in 
regard to the payment of interest open to 
serious objection? Is it just in itself, and 
does it not tend to repel rather than to attract 
business f 

A person desires to open.an account in one 
of our savings banks some time during any 
particular half year. But he is told that no 
interest will be paid upon his deposit until 
the close of that period. There may be five 
months left out of the six; his money will 
remain wholly unproductive to him, though 
not to the bank, during that time. Nat- 
urally he feels that there is some injustice in 
this arrangement. Or suppose thatthe ac- 
count is already opened, and: the depositor is 
able to increase the amount to his credit by 
new payments. He carries out his intention, 
and then finds that one. part of his money 
brings him profit, and another part none for 
numerous. cases where the depositor re- 
ceives no interest at all—that is, 
where he: pays in his money just after the 
beginning, and takes it out before the end of 
any six months. Now, the managetsof banks 
may think that these things have little effect 
upon the average amount of their transac- 
‘tions, but that is a very great mistake. We 
venture to say that a very large increase of 
business would follow a more equitable ad- 
justment of this interest question, and we 
have no doubt whatever that very many 
persons are kept from laying by money at all 
because of the ready excuse to themselves 
that interest will not commence until some 
distant day. 

On the ground of expediency, then, ibis 
banks would do well to consider whether 
there should not be a modification of their 
practice in this respect. There is no reason 
why they alone of all places of deposit |’ 
should pay nothing for the use of a consider- 
able portion of their funds. Other institu- 
tions do not assume the privilege. A trust 
company calculates its interest from the day 
on which it receives the principal. and allows 
it. till the day on which the money is with- 
drawn; and why not the savings banks? 

Anything which tends to supply a motive 
for provident habits should be adopted by 
institutions which are essenfially of a provi- 


“dent character; and the knowledge that a 


small sum of money may be placed where it 
at once gives profit to its owner, 1s a most 
powerful motive. If our banks will give 
this subject careful attention, and act upon 
what they must see are but right and just 
principles, they will confer - more benefit 


| proved possible for the former. It is true: 
Siberia got its start and growth not by 
means, but the extreme resort of compuls 
banishment to its limits. But this makes sp 
case all the more forcible. soene une 
made a double benefit: to Russia. It has served eS 
as an outlet to her most troublesome population, |. 
as well as added greatly to her wealth and réve- 
nues. The annual number of exiles sent. to | 
Siberia amounts to about 12,000, made aps) : 
of all sorts of offenders—murderers, thieves, © Mee 
burglars, smugglers, and .all the char 
acters that in other countries would be 
hung or committed to prison or the treadmill. .— 
The mere political offenders are but few in com- | 
parison; but plenty of vagabonds who “were a 
caught roaming, avd whose only offense was -~ 
that they could give no satisfactory account of © ~ 
their doings and intentions. It would be hard.» - 
to imagine worse material for the settlement of  . 
a new land than a mass so compounded of the « 
worst criminals, and the most inveterate idlers... 
Yet, under liberal treatment, it does not, take ” 
long to transform them, Every exile receives a; 
piece of land, a horse, two cows and provis- 
ions for ayear. The first three years he has no = 
taxes to pay, and during the following ten only 
the half of the usual assessment. Thus,if he’ ~ 
chooses to exert himself, he has every reason to © 
hope for an improvement in his condition, and at 
the same time fear is made to help keep him in’ 
the right path; for he well knows that his first ~ 
trespass would infallibly send him to the mines, ~ 
by no means an agreeable prospect. The resutt is, © 
to use the language of PuMPELLY—“ under the © 
influence of these stimulants many an exile at- 
tains a degree of prosperity which would haye 
been quite beyond his Feach had he remained in 
European Russia.’?* aeee tenvelers boar equally 
favorable testimony.” 
Sir GEORGE SIMPEGN, in. his ‘narrative of a 
Journey Round the World, declares that Siberia 
is “the best penitentiary in the world.” Prof: 
HARESTEEN characterizes the Siberian peasants 
as the finest men of all Russia, with constitu- 
tions of iron.” And WRANGELL gives it as his ex-' 
perience that “as soon as one crossed the Ural |. 
triendliness and — 
good nature of the inhabitants,;as muchas by - 
the rich vegetation, the well-cultivated fields, a 
and the excellent state of the roads. Our . 
could be left without guard in‘ the open 5 
Fear not! was the answer, when we expressed ae. 
some apprehension, there are neitniorss See 5 
us.’” f 
Tt seems to be pretty well established that tte ” 
system of penal colonization by Russia has 
worked quite as successfully in frozen Siberia as: | 
did that by England amid the wastesof News 
Holland. Ourown country is not yet prepared * 
to adopt any system of the sort. But thetimo ° 
may not be far distant when it will be called © 
for, under the positive necessity of protecting — 
ourselves from an increasing criminal popula- - 
tion by a methoa which has commended itself to © 
almost every European Government. Many 
things are combining to work out. this conclu- 
sion. Itis gettimg to be universally conceded 
that our penitentiary system, as it exists, is, in 
general, a great failure—that1t reforms but an’ 
insignificant fraction of those subject to it, and ” G 
casts back the mass upon society, worse 1f any? > — 
thing, than before—that the labor performed © 
covers but a small part of the expense, while’ * 
it almost always excites disaffection among © 
the neighboring mechanics as an unnecessary ~ 
and unjust competition with their own honest - 
toil. Escapes occur often, and- improper ‘par © 
dons still more frequently, so that from both * 
causes it is very rarely thata long sentence— ° 
adapted to an aggravated crime is actually con- * 
summated. There is a growing tendency to per- - - 
vert our penitentiaries into party machines, and ~ 
to give their management tomen whose only 
recommendation is party fidelity—a system 
necessarily destructive of all enlightened and ef- _~ 
fective administration. As for capital punish- _ 
ment, the feeling is gaining ground every year” 
that hanging is the very worst use a man can b6 © 
sn) agcomaypenangs Sapa more diffi. | 





upon society than they even do now. They | mor 


havea great missionof public good in- 
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gations to the fullest possible extent. 
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“ Alaska is really but an extension of Siberia 
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——————————————————E 
FIRST MORTGAGE BONDS 


OF THE oe 


ST. LOUIS 


AND =, 


ST. JOSEPH ~~ 


* 








==|RAILROAD CO... 











RMpel 





THE 
LAST OF THE ISSUE OF $1,000,000 
NOW READY FOR SALE 





e DELIVERY 
Amounting © to $250,000... 


AND 


ARE THE ONLY BONDS EVER: 
ISSUED BY THIS — 
-COMPANY.. 


They are secured by a first and only mortgage up 
the entire property of Meek oe 


Chises, Rights of Way, 
$13,800 per mileon a complete and equipped 


Jeseph by the most direct and the shert- 
est reate. 

They are Coupon Bonds, in denominations af $1,090 
payable (Principal. and Interest) in Gold, in the City - 
“of New-York. , ; 

The principal is payable 25 years November, ‘ 
1968, in Gold. aahee . 

The Interest, at the rate of Six per Cent. per annum, . 
is payable lgt May and November in each ab the 























